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INSPIRATION

Fan Bing Bing made the news in the last couple of 
months, mainly for not being seen in public for the 
last few months. It is quite unusual for a Celebrity to 
not have any kind of public appearance for a period 
of time.

Now this, what’s next?

Fan Bing Bing is famous not only in her native Main-
land China, but also in Hollywood, where she has sta-
rred in Iron Man, as well as X-Men franchises. Besides 
being the highest-paid actress in China, she is also one 
of the highly-paid in movie or advertisement contracts 
outside of China. 

Around June, there was a publication in China alleging 
her of Tax Evasion issue. Since then, she seemed to 
have disappeared from public which was the thought 
that she might have been disappeared by the govern-
ment.

Still related to the Tax issue, there was a negative ru-
mor made by a fugitive Chinese billionaire in exile, Guo 
Wengui, alleging that Fan Bing Bing slept with China’s 
top Anti-Graft enforcer, Wang Qishan. Apparently, Fan 
Bing Bing did not sit on that slander, responding with a 
defamation lawsuit against Guo Wengui.
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Wang Qishan.      Fan Bing Bing.   Guo Wen Gui

In the beginning of October, international media out-
lets published news of her Tax Evasion issue, thereby 
confirming the hearsay that has been lingering for 
a few months. The Tax Evasion issue has to do with 
double-contract practice that is not uncommon in the 
business world. The resulting events, however, prove 
to be major setbacks for the celebrity.

A few movies and brands in which Fan Bing Bing was 
to star in have retracted her name since the Tax Eva-
sion issue was circulating a few months earlier. There 
has been no further remarks from those companies of 
reinstating her involvement in those products she had 
roles in initially

Currently, there are two things for sure that saves 
the public from speculating. The Chinese govern-
ment apparently made known that Fan Bing Bing is 
responsible for around 70-Million U.S. Dollars in back 
taxes. Sometime in October, Fan Bing Bing made pu-
blic her negligence on the unpaid Taxes, to which she 
offered an apology to the government, as well as her 
gratitude to the Chinese government and people that 
made her current status and fame possible. Following 
that public statement, Fan Bing Bing was said to have 
been spotted at an Airport in China in the evening of 

Monday, October 15. Her attempts to evade the pu-
blic attention, including the paparazzi, might not have 
worked as well as she had imagined.

In all, hopefully this famous is all well and is well on her 
way to reconciling the issues with the government of 
her native Mainland China. May her star shines ever so 
brightly again soon.
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HOT TOPICS

The Embodiment of Beauty and
Her Royal Wedding

Princess Eugenie, 28, marries her long time beau, 
Jack Brooksbank, 32, on Friday, October 12, 2018. 
According to various sources, the pair first met 8 
years ago through mutual friends during a ski trip 
in Verbier, Swiss Alps. They got engaged in January 
in front of a volcano in Nicaragua overlooking a 
lake while the sun was setting, according to BBC 
News article published on their Wedding Day. At 
the time, they have been a couple for the last se-
ven years or so, making it together through a long 
distance relationship when Eugenie had to move to 
New York briefly for her career.

Families from both sides are pleased with their 
relationship. Among them are Eugenie’s grandpa-

rents, Queen Elizabeth and Prince Philip, who offers supportive 
gestures. All is well, although Britain’s second Royal Wedding of 
the Year were met with a few negativities, which might not have 
been very significant.
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The Royal Wedding took place at St. George’s Cha-
pel, Windsor Castle, where Prince Harry and Meghan 
Markle had their wedding ceremony in May this year. 
According to BBC News, Eugenie revealed that she al-
ready knew what she wanted for her Royal Wedding 
to Jack, one of which was the choice for the gown. She 
knew she wanted a gown with a low back, which re-
veals the scar from a major surgery on her back when 
she was 12, to correct her scoliosis, an abnormal cur-
vature of the spine.

The low back gown serves as a symbol to honour ever-
yone involved in her scoliosis surgery up to recovery. 
In a BBC News Article published on her wedding day, 
Eugenie was quoted as saying, “I think you can change 
the way beauty is, and you can show people your scars 
and I think it’s really special to stand up for that.” 

Princess Eugenie is not just a well-known socialite, 
but also a socially aware royalty. There were repor-
tedly more than 100,000 applicants to be among her 
Royal Wedding guest. Besides celebrities and people 
with high social status in her Royal Wedding Guest 
List, there are a few prominent international charity 
organizations.

Just as some consider Princess Eugenie’s and Jack 
Brookbank’s Royal Wedding is straight out of fairy 
tale, they got hitched without much major hitch
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HOT NEWS

Female Rights
Activist and Disinformation

Ratna Sarumpaet is known for being vocal and bold in 
fighting for human rights, especially women’s rights in 
Indonesia. Recently, she manages to tarnish her noble 
reputation by alleging that she had been assaulted. 
This incident was widely considered to be related to 
politics.

Ratna Sarumpaet, 69, is well-known internationally, 
not only in her home country, Indonesia. One of her 
works on women oppresion, Marsinah, was adapted 
into a play in as far as Australia and the United Sta-

tes. Marsinah was an icon, a female activist, a politi-
cal victim of Soeharto’s New Order government, who 
was allegedly raped, murdered, and disappeared with 
governmental backing. “Marsinah” is Ratna’s activism 
debut on women’s rights and political repressions, 
which brought her to international stage. Ratna and 
her peers were once detained for being involved in an-
ti-government activities during Soeharto’s day. There 
was an international effort to free them in the name 
of human rights, such as fundraising for her legal fees

Her anti-oppresion activism expressed in various 
forms is noble, indeed. It might be the only reason be-
hind her involvement in Indonesian politics. In July this 
year, Ratna went to Tigaras Port in Simalungun Regen-
cy to visit the search and rescue effort of a drowned 
ferry that carried more than double of its capacity, 
ultimately a result of gross negligence and ignorance. 
Highly likely, she was there to have first-hand expe-
rience on the mitigation effort, which often deviates 
from the standards
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Ratna implied that the effort has not been satisfac-
tory. She even claimed that she represented the in-
terest of some families of the victims of this human-
made tragedy. People affected by the tragedy, which 
she claimed to represent, quickly dismissed the claim. 
Ratna and Neno Warisman protested in public when 
the mission was called off. Ratna even went so far as 
to debate that decision with the Coordinating Minis-
ter for Maritime Affairs, Luhut Binsar Panjaitan, who 
was there following the incident. Luhut is considered 
one of President Joko Widodo’s (Jokowi) key persons. 

The police had to solve the crime quickly. Civilians 
were also eager to help. The cooperation, including 
that of the doctor performing the cosmetic surgery, 
led to the truth in an unprecedented pace. Immedia-
tely, the damning truth emerged from Ratna herself 
when she came clean about having to lie to her chil-
dren about her swollen face, as a cover up for the 
cosmetic surgery she just had. This is a great emba-
rrassment to Prabowo, Amien Rais, and the coalition 
political parties in the Prabowo-Sandiaga camp, besi-
des many others. Her apologies after the truth was un-
ravelled might not amount to anything. Hanum Rais, 
the daughter of Amien Rais, a dentist, is now in hot 
water for her remarks that supported the false claim of 
assault. Ratna is now in police custody. Her lie is con-
sidered a damaging act in the currently hot political 
climate. There is no telling whether she will be seen as 
a human rights activist fraud

In September, Ratna was announced as one of the key 
persons in the campaign team of Prabowo Subianto 
and Sandiaga Uno, contenders for the next Presi-
dential Term (2019-2024). Soon after, Ratna made 
national headlines as a victim of assault, displaying 
a swelling, bruised face, which implies political rival-
ries. The contending Presidential Candidate, Probowo, 
also a former top military official, even made public 
announcement condemning the assault on Ratna, or-
dering the police force to hold the culprit(s) accounta-
ble. Some medical professionals even ascertained the 
bulging face as a result of an assault on Ratna. This 
further polarized the nation on who to vote for the 
next President and Vice President.
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Unhonorable Honor Killing

Qandeel Baloch is an alias Fauzia Azeem had been 
using for her own safety according to CNN, from 
reports published in local Pakistani media, which 
late Qandeel Baloch confirmed as her legal identity. 
Fauzia, or Qandeel, revealed that she was married 
against her will to a man she did not like when she 
was 17. She endured countless physical abuse from 
her former husband, and fled for her safety a year 
later. Qandeel was 26 when she was murdered in the 
evening of July 15, 2016, by her own brother at their 
parents’ home in an honor killing, which is rampant in 
Pakistan, among other nations.

Qandeel came from an underprivileged family, but 
later became the breadwinner who supported her 
family, which included her brother that took her life 
in cold blood in the name of honor killing. The murder 
took place during Eid holiday. There is an unconfir-
med report that the brother that committed the mur-

der was encouraged by another brother that was not 
present, and that the murderer brother did not live 
with the parents, but made the trip after getting word 
that his late sister would be home for the Eid holiday, 
to carry out his agenda, an honor killing

HOT TOPICS
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Qandeel was like any other working women, earning 
to support herself, and even her entire family at 
one point. She supported her family after her father 
was involved in an accident that paralyzed him. She 
brought her parents with her moving to the city so 
that it was possible for her father to get medical 
treatments. Apart from her career at the time, she 
was believed to have a promising future in sight, as 
she was going to be signed by a record producer 
although she did not make it far in the Pakistan Idol 
audition in 2013. The record producer revealed in an 
interview with Crime + Investigation TV that Qan-
deel had called him, the night before her murder, to 
accompany her to a meeting the next day, and asked 
him to give her a morning call. The producer gave 
her the morning call as she requested, but Qandeel 
never answered, as she already died from murder by 
asphyxiation not long after their conversation on the 
phone

Qandeel was undeniably provocative in most of her 
social media posts, if not all. Her social media posts 
started as something casual that nobody cared about, 
like most do on social media. Eventually, they became 
statements that fight for women’s rights, which see 
little to no recognition at all in the country. For ins-
tance, victims of rape or any kind of sexual abuse do 
not see justice being upheld even when the perpetra-
tors, evidences, witnesses are available. Qandeel’s so-
cial media posts are said to be different, because she 
did not make posts that gravitates around her perso-
nal life, but instead they are more on significant, stark 
issues women face. One woman who sees herself as 
a feminist did say that she did not agree with some 
of the provocative things that Qandeel put forward, 
but that she is proud of Qandeel and fully supportive 
in spirit in everything that Qandeel had done in the 
fight for women’s rights and the recognition, even if 
they are too provocative to be agreed on.
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Ultimately, her effort did pay off, although sadly she 
did not get to experience in her lifetime. The Pakis-
tani government made a legislation that would see 
criminals serve time for the crimes they committed 
on women. Until then, the existing law that punish 
crimes of such nature are often defeated, when the 
criminals are forgiven by the family of the victims, 
hence escape justice. That new legislation also im-
plies to the judges that the government is serious in 
seeing justice served in crimes against women. Most 
judges exhibit dismissive attitudes when hearing ca-
ses like that, which can be considered as condoning, 
among other things. There is an unconfirmed report 

that Qandeel’s case was eventually undertaken by 
the State. In other words, it became Pakistan against 
the murderer, her brother, which means no pardon 
for the assailants, which means he has to serve time 
no matter what. On the other hand, Qandeel’s father 
did not grant forgiveness to his son, for the honor ki-
lling, when he asked for one. Her father’s decision to 
see justice served is also out of the norm in Pakistan. 
But then again, blood is thicker than water, at least in 
terms of right or wrong.


